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Despite the defeat at Charlton on

Wednesday night, | would deseribe

mvself as satisfied with the last
ten day's events. The Bolton
victory was full of incident and
good football. Whilst many people
may have been surprised that we
beat the league leaders, |
certainly wasn't. | am always full
of optimism when we are plaving
at home, no matter who the
opposition. I just wish 1 could say
the same when we play away.
There were a couple of
outstanding goals on the night
and it was good to see both Paul
Furlong and Jason Bowen
featuring on the scoreshecet. The
only disappointment was Paul
Devlin’s sending-off which had
followed the dismissal of Mike
Newell in the reserve match the
night before. Obviously. this will
soon cause me a real problem
with two of our four strikers
unavailable for sclection. 1 will be
monitoring the situation daily
with Kevin Francis making an
excellent recovery and not far
away from being ready to return
to action. If Furlong or Bowen
were Lo suffer an injury in roday’s
same [ would have ro act very
quickly by bringing a plaver in,
cither on a loan basis or a
permanent deal. Ricky Outo has
just finished his loan spell at
Charlton and so that will help
matters slightly.

If the supporters went away from

: the Bolton game pleased with
¢ what they had wimessed. then
i those of vou who atrended the

! Molincux mateh must have been

given a real boost with a victory

over one or our local rivals.

i Numerous times this season |

: have been puzzled by our inability

: to reproduce anvwhere near the
: vpe of performances away from

i home that we have produced at
i St. Andrew’s. The result is always
i important but the performance at

It is a game that we
are fully capable of
winning and after the
sethack at Charlton it
is @ game that we
simply must win.

i Molincux was ¢ven more pleasing.
¢ One thing is for sure. If we could

: play like that in all our away

¢ games until the end of the season.
i we would certainly gain more
points than we would lose.

¢ After that victory there was so

.

Paas e

much euphoria and everyone was
keen to find out, having broken
the away day jinx. if we could
follow it up with another success

i at Charlton. After Andy Legg had
¢ scored his second goal in as many
: sames, I thought that would

YOUR KITCHEN FACTORY

: provide the players with the
pericet incentive 1o go on and win
! the game. To come out of the

i game with nothing to show for

¢ our efforts was a real blow. The
performance may not have
rcached the levels that | was

: expecting but I felt that we were

: sood enough ro earn a share of

: the spoils. After the Wolves win, |
needed confirmation at Charlton
¢ that we could perform
consistently at that level and they
showed on Wednesday thar much
: more work needs to be done.
Charlton were a very well-

i organised outfit and just because
i they may not have the kind of

: reputation that tcams like Wolves
have got of being a big club. it
doesn’t make the game any easier.

Charlton arc one of only two
i reams in this division who are

i unbeaten at home this season
which proves what a good side
i they really arc.

: This afternoon we welcome Steve
: McMahon and his Swindon side to
i St. Andrew’s. It is a game that we
are fully capable of winning and
after the sethack at Charlton it is
a game that we simply must win.

HEAR TREVOR'S PRE-MATCH PREVIEW BEFORE THE GAME 0891 12 11 88
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Birmingham

Last scason,
City Football Club. in
accordance with the wishes
of their then manager Barry
Fry. terminated its Youth
Development Scheme. Any
sood development scheme is
very expensive to run, but
more than that, it requires a

great deal of management

time which Barry felt that he

and his backroom tcam were
unable to give ar that time.
Jarryv's great strengths are
sccking and finding
promising plavers from the
lower divisions and we, the
owners, felt it was correet to
hack Barry's judgement that
our trime and money would
be better invested in this
way,

It is no surprise or sceret

that. on the contrary. Trevor
Irancis feels that
Birmingham Ciov's future

can be assured by copying
the example of Manchester
United. Liverpool and

Blackburn and investing

ALL THE NEWS - ALL THE mews - FIRST ON BLUES CLUBCALL 0891 1211 88

¢ heavily in finding and

! developing our own plavers
H (=] -

from a very voung age. After

all,

through rhe Blues

Trevor himself came

vouth

The search
for the next
Tre vor Francis
- Blrmmgham
L'l ty Academy
of Football

scheme of the time!

The club has therefore made
the decision to back Trevor
100% by setting up The
Birmingham City Academy
of Football.

Academy’ means

a specialized institure for

r T a “..gw..:-” per minyte 3t al
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learning. We have already
recruited some of the most
experienced and successful

professionals in this field in

! Brian Eastick. who will be

responsible to Trevor for the
success of the academy, and
Bob Latchford. another of
Blues™ great vouth
development successes. who

has been appointed as Youth

: Development Officer. Brian

. and Bob have been working
nun-smp and have recruited
some of the best scouts and

coaches in the voungster's

: fnnth:l]i. Our plan is to

s‘prcnd the net even wider in

tlw scearch for promising

: voung talent and to extend

the scope of the Academy to

i children as voung as nine

i vears of age.

In order to

: compete with the lure of the

: biggest Premicrship clubs.

. and developing

: Birmingham Ciey have
: emploved professionals who

: have experience of spotting

potential

i from an extremely voung agce
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and so our Academy team
will be liaising with schools
throughout the West
Midlands. to ensure that
¢very promising voungster
has an opportunity to attend
open trials on a regular
basis. The Birmingham City
Academy of Football will be
available to all children on
merit. It will not depend on
the “old boy network™. Onee
identified. Academy pupils
will receive the best
cquipment and facilities thart
we can afford. For example,
cach age group will have
their own physiotherapist.
\We will also utilise other
cexpertise available within the
club such as Arvel Lowe. the
senior fitness coach.

Trevor Francis and Bob
Latchford arce the best
examples of how a ¢lub ¢an
develop plavers capable of
suceess at the top level of
football. Trevor has
comvineed the club that it is
worth investing in an

Academy of Foorball which

must be run as professionally

as the senior squads. I will

cost Y 150,000 cach vear to

run and it is unlikely to show :

any return whatsocever for

five vears.
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Karren and Allan Robson are
looking at ways in which the
club can raise the money o

fund such a scheme. As a

gsesture of sood faith in their

ability to convinee the good
people of Birmingham to
help, we have decided o
assist their cfforts by
personally donating an
additional Y1 for every Y1
they can raise for the
Academy.

We believe that Birmingham
voungsters deserve the same
opportunities as those in
London. Manchester, and
Liverpool and are desperarte
for the Academy to be a
suceess. When we finally
leave Birmingham Ciry
Football Club. whether that
is ten, twenty, or thirty vears
time. what finer legacey could

we leave behind than a elub

capable of producing some of

the best plavers in English
football> Please help where
YOu ean.

A programme of fund raising
cvents will be held in aid of
the Academy culminating in
the biggest and best
Celebrity Dinner ar the end
of the scason. Top namies
from the world of football.

sport in general, and

showbusiness will be
supporting the event and. of
course. all the directors,
plavers and management will
he present for the biggest
celebration in the history of
¢ the Blues. You will be able to

: win the opportunity to have

the use of St Andrew’s for

vour own football match, be
i chairman of the club for o
mateh and walk away with
totally unique prizes that
were bevond vour wildest
dreams.

Tickets for this fantastic
cevent will be sold out
months in advance. So. (o
reserve vour table for just

L €350+ VAT contact the

¢ commercial department on

O121 7720101 ¢xt 7.

David Sullivan
David Gold
l{:i]p]l (:old
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BIRIMINGRAM CItY FOOTBALL CLUB

The new office complex is above the Kop Ticket Office that is to become the

new port

of call for all ticket enquiries

OFFICE MOVE

It’s all change at St. Andrew’s next
week as both the club offices and the
Main Ticker Office will be moving
locations. On Friday 29th November.
the removal men arrive to transport
everyvthing across to the new offices
situated at the back of the Brew X1
Kop stand. The ¢lub would like to
apologise in advance for any
inconvenience this mav cause to
supporters on this date. Everyvthing
should be installed and the club
offices be fully operational by Monday
2nd December. Obviously, this will
mean that there will be a lot of
changes of which all supporters
should be aware.

Ticket Office

On Friday 29th November, tickets for
the Barnsley and Grimsby games will
still be sold from the present ticket

-office by the Main Stand, However,

because of the re-location of the
computers, there may be a limited
choiee of tickets available.

On Saturday 30th November, the new
ticket office at the back of the Brew
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X1 Kop stand will be fully opcerational
with a full choice of tickets available.
From this date onwards. the present
ticket office by the Main Stand will
only be open on a matchday and the
Kop Ticket Office will become the
new port of call for all ticker sales
and enquiries. The opening hours will
not change.

Reception

From Mondayv 2nd December. all
visitors to the elub offices should
report to the Kop reception. All office
staff will be moving over to the new
offices in the Kop stand, without
exception. The switchboard will be
operational from 8.30am to 5.30pm
throughout the week:

CLUB SHOP NEWS

With Christmas just around the
corner, both the Superstore and the
City Centre shop will be opening late
on Thursday nights until 7pm. Your
first opportunity to do a bir of late-
night shopping will be this coming




Thursday (28th November)
thiswill continue up until

and

Christmas. Both stores will also
be open _(;n Sundays berween
10am and 4pm starting from
December 1se. All three replica
kits are available in all sizes and
thevalso have in stock lots of

other Christmas gift ideas
_including calendars. watches.
gold and silver pendants, clocks
and the adorable cuddly Beau
Brummie dog (see pages 24 and
25). Don’t forgec that as well as
visiting the new Superstore
before and after the game, vou
can 4lso purchase any elab shop
items at half-time from the
matchday souvenir shop.
situated at the rear of the store
inside the Cattell Road
turnstile.

MEET THE PLAYERS

To coineide with the Thursday
lare-night openings at the
Superstore at St. Andrew’s. but
not at the City Centre shop,
there will be guest appearances
from selected first ream plavers.
Each Thursday between 6pm
and 7pm. as well as picking up
all those Christmas gifts. vou
can have the chance of meeting
some of vour Blues heroes and
collecting those treasured
autographs. In fact, if you buy a
calendar, for example, then why
not ask the plavers to sign it
and make your gift extra
special.

R

e

BIRMINGHhaM CIty. FOOTBALL CLUB

BOXING DAY BLUES

i The kick-off for Blues' Boxing

; 'I}d\‘ clash at Oldham has beén

hmught back. The game will
now begin at 1pm instead of the
scheduled 3pm start. So. if
vou're planning to travel to the
mateh, then make sure that vou

i don’t overdo the festive

celebrations and miss the coach
to Boundary Park!

RED DEVIL'S RESERVES

i Another piece of fixture news

: that may be of interest to

_supporters is the rearrangement

of the reserve team clash
against the mighty Manchester

: Unired. The game was scheduled

: for this coming Wednesday but,

i due to United’s Coca Cola Cup

: commitments. the match will

: now take place on Wednesday
: 4th December at Keys Park.

e

sENi N Rasas

home of Hednestord Town.

SPECIAL MESSAGE

: The elub have been asked to

: relay the following

mcessage

: through our matchday
i programme to a couple of avid

: Blucs fans.
i “To Ray and Cheryl Goody,
i Idon't know how I'd have

NERA

seakiRiRinnny

mdmlged without you. You've
i been really sreat friends. Thank

VOUL.
With love from Karen, Jack and
Alex.’ e

S

Fawhree

BIRTHDAY GREETINGS

: Blues season ticket holder Roy
\au;,hdn has supported the club
$for over 40 vears and today
celebrates his birthday. Special
wishes are sent by wife Sandra
and children Richard and Scott
who are all avid supporters and
sit alongside Rov in block 29 of
the Brew N1 Kop stand.
Birthday grectings are also sent

by evervone at the club.

NORWICH PROGRAMME

The ¢lub have heen contacted

by a namber of Norwich
supporters who are desperate to
get their hands on a copy of the
programme from when the .
Canaries plavediit St Andre“ § :

i in October. If you think you can
help. please contact Peter Lewis :
i on 0121 772 0101 ext. 1236,
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TERRAGY

What a difference a couple of resulis make. Although this is being
written prior to the Charlton game and the currear mood of supporters
will be dependent on that result, the plavers proved bevond any doubt
their true capabilities in the victories over Bolton and Wolves, Alter
o such impressive performances. it's unfair to single out individuals
However. | must
mention Paul Tait. an enormously gifted player. but who in truth has
had more than his share of ups siliy has never been
in question. but muries and problems both on and off the field have
cost him dear. Nevertheless e now has a golden up;\nrmntl\ of
proving to supporters and crities alike, justwhar a fine plaver he is. His
response to the erude attempts by the Bolton plavers to incite him was
first class and displayed a maturity previonsh He fet his
foothall do the talking whilst he followed this up with an cqually
impressive display ar Wolves, linking up superbly in midfield with Barrv
Horne and Chris Holland
In reality the Wohes result was worth just three points but the pressure
b

:md # valid case could be made for every plaver

md downs. Hisa

ORASEETL.

building from our appalling away form rhreatened 1o engulf the Ci
Perhaps now we'll be slightly more relaxed. thoegh there can be no
relaxation in effort, determination or desire to win, Furthermore, was
there a single Blues fan who was not de WE OVET A certain

hted to p

Mark MeGhee. a man who has the uneammy ahility to motivate the

IVlean Deals

100’s of Ex-Lease Cars for sale prior to auction

GUARANTEED MILEAGE
FULL SERVICE HISTORY on most vehicles
FINANCE (subject to status)

L X N N |

LARGE SELECTION OF VANS AVAILABLE

EX-LEASE CAR SALES

Mackadown Lane, Garretts Green, Birmingham

0121-789 8255

LTI

OPTIONAL WARRANTIES, IMMOBILISERS, ALARMS,
NATIONAL RECOVERY BREAKDOWN COVER

| am sure that Mark
means no harm and believes what he savs, but ton many of his

(:]\IT[:\IEM,H |‘l'l \-""I]IT]“]\ T Th\ own feam-

comments are extremely uawise just hours belore the passion of a local
derby.

Watching a re-run of the Wohes game on video, it's pleasing to note
that Garcth South 1 tipster matches that of his
ability as a penaltyv-taker! S nlﬂi‘a at least Gareth was able 1o
appreciate Steve B
contrast to a certain TV presenter. Perhaps someone should point out
to Tony Francis that Steve's astute reading of a sgame more than

Alcs ]1|L|

cment ¢

s
onshe the

ce's excellem ;!ur‘u:rit nee which was in ﬂit;':r;\

COMPENSAtes for his so-called lack of pace. I would not send the bath-
chair round just vet if [ were you Tony!
Thanks to evervone who wrute stating how mueh ther enjoved the 1936

am City Historical &

Plavers | sed by the Birming

Collecrors S«

We're pleased to confirm chac the "1970's Players

av, OHth December with goe

wrd. Maleolm Page, Alan Co
New members are always

3 4551 for full details

Exvening” has bes
kers Bob |
Joe Gallagher and Raren

Bro .idt urst
i

the Secretary on 32

weleome and can contael

hor Cri

Birmingham Citv Historieal & Collectors Sociery




main pic:
Jason Bowen launches another
attack.

PHOTOGRAPHS COURTESY OF ROY SMILJANIC AND PAUL PAYNE
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main pis:
Wolves' Jamie Smith
gives Andy Legg a run for his money.

insets:
Above: Sleve Bruce clears 3 dangarous
atiack from Roberls and Van der laan

Balow lefl- Gary Breen fires
Blues’ into a 6th minule lead.

opposit: Andy Legg turns

io ceigbrale his winner

fow rigint<Pzui Devlin kegps
a close eye on e
altacking Jamie Smifa
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I APPLICATION FORM CLUB

l 1/We wish o join the True Blue Club' and help Blues continue the dreom o I
get info the Premiership and note ﬂ'km membsrship commences only upon
racsipt of poyment.

|

l I/We will moke poyments by {pleose tick your option)

' D by credit cord I:] by cash |vio office on weekdays

I D by standing order D by chegue

I o o) gtk TRIEMECUN) Every Blues Supporter, The Monager, The team, the

| Owners and Directors want to be in the Premiershi
p

INBM""" i i and with YOUR help we know that we can achieve

I Address . .. this. BE PART OF THE DREAM AND JOIN THE

J| e TRUE BLUE CLUB.

o o FOR JUST £2 o week you get the following:
Pocicoda . el ENTERED INTO A CASH PRIZE DRAW TO WIN £400
Signed ... .. Date A VWEEK -4
B you wish » by cred it card fick in fion A the oreo colled ‘The Sem OF ©
el us how :O::{::m” tike 1o p*ydj:eeeij, -15:*:?1\( é“" R PLUS

4 RUNNERS UP PRIZES OF £25 A WEEK
SECTION A (To be filled out if you wish fo pay by stunding order)

PLUS
TO: e R BANK {rome of your Bank here] MONTHLY DRAW OF A SPECIAL PRIZE SUCH AS A
ADDRESS: . .......... TV OR HIFI
. . |your bank's oddréss) PLUS
PLEASE PAY TO- TRUSTEE SAVINGS BANK PLCBordesley Green QUARTERLY DRAW FOR A WEEKEND BREAK FOR 2
- Sort Code 77.85.10/Account No. 90889460 IN ASSOCIATION WITH WM HOLUDAYS
FOR CREDIT OF THE BLUES SOCIETY TRUE BLUE CLUB
THE SUM OF: D £8.66. |eight inds and siaty six pence] MONTHLY PLUS
' T oy e e S LA END OF YEAR HOLIDAY FOR 4 PEOPLE ABROAD
[ ] £26.00 paerny six pounds) GUARTERLY
[J:£104.00 fone hundred and four pounds) A YEAR PLES
COMIBING:  WMEDWIE UNTI ARTHER NOTCE 25% DISCOUNT ON TREVOR FRANCIS SUITE
AND AWAY TICKETS, EXCLUSIVE MEMBERS ONLY
FROM: . . ... i eenan caeana s s lyout nome hore) EVENTSETC,E[C.
ACCOUNT NUMBER: _ . .. ceeeee ot fyour cccount number hers)
SIGNED % . e s .. .DATE. .

BUT MORE IMPORTANTLY EVERY PENNY YOU
PUT IN WITH THE EXCEPTION OF THE PRIZE
MONEY GOES INTO BUYING PLAYERS.

SECTION B (To be filled out if you wish to pay by credit card)
Piease charge my CARD NUMBER BELOW, THE AMOUNT INDICATED

ABOVE.
| I I ] I I I I I I | I I | | l | I | JOIN TODAY, WIN MONEY AND BE SURE IN THE
KNOWLEDGE THAT YOUR MONEY IS FUNDING THE
mycarnls: - [ Access Sl g == PURCHASE OF THE PLAYERS THAT WILL TAKE THE
D VISA CLUB INTO THE PREMIERSHIP.
F CARD S SWITCH AEASE T FILL IN THE FORM ON YOUR LEFT AND SEND IT OFF
[] mastercarn & FIL OUT ISSUE NO, HERE TODAY.
SIGNED . ........c'veeeue. . . .......DATE ... .....

RECENT WINNERS WEEK 51
When you have completed this f"“" please send it withyour | £400. S. Gravestock, Birmingham

TRUE BLUE CLUB, BUILDING THE mzm srmincHam ary i, | £25- S James, Birminghom

ST ANDREW'S, BIRMINGHAM B9 4NH. | R. Cook, Birmingham
¥ you berve cny e g cut Sis form plecss ol smesion 12 I W. Morris, Birminghom
Mermiaces st b cvar 16 yooss of o I A. Roberts, Birmingham
I
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Blues® Welsh international Barry Horne

became the latest recipient of the Capolito

Roma man of the match award after the well- :

deserved and much needed victory over the
lcague leaders Bolton Wanderers. The gap
between the Trotters and the rest of the
division has been growing by the week and
Blues themselves were twenty points behind
the Lancashire men before the evening's
cntertainment had begun.

Entertainment was certainly the name of the

game in this encounter with three sending-
offs, a temper tantrum the tyvpe of which
would have been more at home at a
plavéroup. and an own goal scored by the
opposition manager’s son. This game had

evervthing. but more important to Blues and

their management team were the threce
points that moved the side up to 15th in the
first division.

Barry Horne
receives a £100
Capolito Roma
voucher from

= Alan Kent of

L Central Palletl

“We found something extra in the second
half and to beat a tecam who play as well as
they do and came to us at the top of the
league was very satisfying.” said boss Trevor
Francis.

Barry Horne put in his usual battling
performance winning the ball and in his deep
midficld role he was always looking to create
goalscoring chances and begin moves. This
he did with Blues’ second goal as he tidied
up a loose ball on the edge of the box and
then released Chris Holland who beat two
defenders and ran half the length of the
pitch to set up the decisive second goal for
Jason Bowen.

In fact, Holland could count himself unlucky
not to have picked up the award himself as
he was involved in the build-up for all three
goals.

Francis said of the Blackburn born

: voungster: “As well as his abilicy on the ball,

Chris has a good touch, technique and
passing skill. He also has terrific endurance
and he showed recently at Lilleshall that he
is best ever when it comes to endurance.”
Leon Ilickman of the Evening Mail wrote of
Blues’ performance: ‘They allowed their
opponents little room to manipulate the
ball. tackled quickly.
passed surely and,
most of all.
defended securely

BOIlON

E cven though rhc}‘- WanOGRGQS

" were without
skipper Steve
Bruce.”

Wednesday 13th November 1996
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THE OFFICIAL PONY™ TRUE BLUE SUPPORTERS CLUB

Join the Official True Blue Supporters Club

FOR ONLY £5

AS A MEMBER OF THE OFFICIAL SUPPORTERS CLUB YOU GET THE
FOLLOWING:

e WELCOME PACK INCLUDING MEMBERSHIP CARD
¢  OFFICIAL SUPPORTERS CLUB BADGE

e OFFICIAL SUPPORTERS CLUB CAR STICKER

it r"

o & -

e EXCLUSIVE INVITATION TO MEMBERS ONLY TO ATTEND A
MEETING WITH THE MANAGER, PLAYERS AND BOARD OF
DIRECTORS TO VOICE YOUR OPINIONS.

* PREVIEW AT CLUB SHOPS FOR ALL SALE MERCHANDISE

e CHRISTMAS CARD SIGNED BY ALL THE PLAYERS AND
STAFF SENT DIRECT TO YOU

* REDUCTION OF £15 PER MEMBER TO THE TREVOR FRANCIS SUITE

e EXCLUSIVE MEMBERS ONLY INVITATION TO SPEND THE DAY AT
THE TRAINING GROUND WITH THE PLAYERS AND OFFICIALS OF
THE CLUB

e SPECIAL DISCOUNTS ON SELECTED BLUES MERCHANDISE

e FREE ADMISSION TO ALL PONTINS LEAGUE GAMES
AND FAMILY FUN NIGHTS

ALL THIS FOR JUST £5.00

JOIN NOW BY FILLNG OUT THE ATTACHED FORM OR BY PHONING
0121 772 0101 EXTENSION 1218

OR BY GOING TO CLUB SHOPS AND JOIN AND GET PACK IMMEDIATELY

|| WANT TO BE A REAL BIUES SUPPORTER AND JOIN
THE OFFICIAL PONY™ TRUE BLUE SUPPORTERS CLUB FOR JUST £5

APMAKES A GREAT CHRISTMAS PRES

ENT

-----

John Blythe
Steve Cooper
Lioyd Gray 4
Steve Morgan |
Eric Sawin |

i3 NA.I“E. e e L
i i ERE 17 ittt .

.‘:lenclose a chm or posﬁul order for £5 mcde poycble to True Blue Club [Do not send cash]

cred.:cmd Noiio

-EXpIRy:datas o rmE s e T

.................







BY PETER LEWIS

Blues midfield starlet Chris Holland admits thar at his teenage vears, he insists that school work
the age of 14 he had to make a very important didn’t take second place to his football and he left
decision about his future and it certainly scems with some reasonable qualifications under his belt.
that he chose the right option. After all. he did actually attend two schools at the
Chris explains: “From a voung agc | had always same time, although the sccond one was the

National School of Football!
“After | had made the decision that my future
L carcer definitely lay in football then | was
fdctermined to get all the best coaching
@vailable. My dad. who had trials with Leeds
when he was voung. has alwavs encouraged me
& and has been superb. He didn’t mind driving me
around all over the place, whether it be for
football or running.
“As well as my dad. there have been a lot of
E people who have helped me along the way during
my short football career. Peter Warburton is a
name that may not be familiar to many people.
He was my football coach at St. Francis
Junior School in Blackburn and went onto
work with me at the School of Excellence
& in Preston. He has taught me a great deal
about the game and | owe so much of my
suceess to his coaching. There have been
many others who have had an influence on
me including Mick Bosworth and Dave
Sexton when 1 have been on
international duty. I have been
introduced to a lot of
different stvles of football
.. over a short period of
“time and it has all
¢ helped to improve my
~game,” said Chris.

excclled at running as well as football. In
fact, 1 finished fourth in the 1500 metres &
at the English Schools Championships. |
thought seriously about an athleties
career but I decided thar football would
be the better alternative. It was a very
hard decision for me to take because
I was very passionate and committed
to my running.”

Chris was born in a small town
called Whalley situated just
outside Blackburn and grew up
with hi# parents along with
sister Lindscy and brocher
John. HIs father is an
cngineer and his mother
works as a sceretary and he

has certainly never forgotten
his roots.

“I was a Blackburn lad
through and through. and
all my friends and family
still live in the area. We
are a very closc family
and are together on a
regular basis becausc
I travel back most
weekends,” said
Chris.

Looking back to

ALL THE NEWS - ALL THE VIEWS - FIRST ON'BLUES CLUBCALL 0891 12 11 88
calls cost 45p per minute cheap rate 50p per minute at all other time




BIRMINGham city FOOTBALL CLUB

Growing up in Blackburn. Chris naturally

became a regular at Ewood Park. ITowever, in the
carly davs. Rovers were not quite the foree they
are today.

“When I first started going along to watch them.
they were plaving in the old second division in
front of crowds numbering a few thousand. One
same that alwavs sticks in my mind was against
West I[lam when Rovers were leading 4-0 only to
end with a 4-4 draw.” remembers Chris.

Outside of football, Chris enjovs nothing more
than a night out with his friends and girlfriend
Claire. The couple met about five vears ago but
it wasn't until they met up about three yvears ago
at the appropriate venue of an ice rink thar they
fell for each other.

“Claire isn't really a football fan but she came
along to the last home match against Bolton
and apparently she just kept moaning about
being cold. Although. sceretly. 1 think she quite
enjoved it,” langhs Chris.

Music is an important plays a major role in
Chris’ life and on a Saturday night after a march

HALF TIME QUIZ

1. Which team recently scored 1 goals in the first

half of a1 Nationwide League Division One match?

Which former Blues player recently resigned as

manager of Telford United?

3. Name the midfielder who plaved on loan with
Blues and Swindon last season?

hJ

4.  Which Scottish ¢lub recently won its first major
trophy - the Scottish Challenge Cupr

Against which team did Blackburn gain their first
league win this season?

wn

6.  Name the two men who have managed both Blues

and Swindon.

In which European country did teams called HIK

and TPS contest this vears cup final~

S.  Which Premiership plaver recently made his 700th
league appearance and scored twice in the mateh®

9. Tranmere Rovers’ record goalscorer has also
plaved briefly for Blues and Swindon. Who is he?

~}

he can usually be found in one of the clubs in
Blackburn with his friends.

“My taste in music is pretty varied. 1 enjoy
anvthing from Oasis ro hardcore Techno music.”
admirts Chris.

However, he certainly wouldn't let his social life
get in the way of his football carcer. Although.
as he recalls. vou can get vourself into
dangerous situations. even while vou are off the
pitch.

He remembers: “There was one game whilst |
was at Preston when [ was substitute and | was
warming up along the touchline. Suddenly, the
ball was kicked in my direction and two players
came racing after it. The ball went out of play so
I went to collect it and both plavers collided into
me. | was injured and had to be substituted
before | ¢ven got on the pitch! | was actually out
with the injury for a couple of weeks. I didn't
find it amusing at the time but when 1 look back
now | suppose it must have been an hilarious
sight for the crowd.”

BY ANNA WATTON

10. Who, before Glenn Hoddle, was the only England

numager to win his first three matches®

11. Which country scored 11 goals in a recent
European World Cup qualifier”

2. Swindon were knocked ourt of last vear's
Autowindscreens Shield by a tecam Blues beat on
the way to the winning the trophy two vears ago.

Who was it?

13. Former Biunes striker Andy Saville now plays for

which club*

14. Which Nationwide Division One side lost four

suceessive home games earlier this scason?

. Who was the Blues goalkeeper when Swindon won

O-4 at St. Andrew’s in April 1993~

-
h

T
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sRMmGham city

FOOTBALL CLUB

-

READING

- ELM PARK
Take AI23. A
from ()x)

Blues will have two lucky mascots
le"ntulﬁ them into battle before this
‘m‘.cmmm s mateh and don’t be
. sumprised if one of them has # rather
Mﬁﬂ--hﬁ.r“i] !_(-u]« on his face, 1t will

¢ ecrtainly be a case of little and large
with six-véar-old Scott Byrne joined

hydack-Palmer, 34 vears his senior,

we iare Q.id that he has chosen to
continue the celebrations here at

Ss\ndﬁ;ﬁ"s today. He attends St
: ‘3!"5““&"“"" adette’s School and has

supported Blues since the wender
ofjust three. Scott's favourite
plaver is Ian Bennett and. apart

aAse

from foothall. he also enjovs

* Tinted Windows
= Safcty Belts = Video
* Drinks * On board WC
EREE PARKING AT ST. ANDREWS « COMFORT BREAKS EN ROUTE
EXCELLENT VALUE
All profits ploughed back into YOUR club
Tickets on sale from the rticket office or telephone:

0121 772 0101 ext 5

NORWICH CITY V BIRMINGHAM CITY
SATURDAY 30TH NOVEMBER
COST £13 DEPARTS 1038.“

READING V BIRMINGHAM CITY
TUESDBAY 26TH NOVEMBER
COST £11 DEPARTS 4.00PM

THIS SEAS

ALL COACIIES HAVE:

= Reclining Scarts

LE ]

NORWICH CITY
- CARROW ROAD

watching videos and is 2 big fan of
the Power Rangers. Let's hope thm
he chooses to wear his bluc suit this
alternoon.

Jack will actually be celebrating his
10th birthday with his family
tomorrow but there may not be
many of them left when he discovers
who was responsible for today’s
surprisc. Jack had no idea what was
in store for him as he made his way
t0 St. Andrew’s this afternoon. Jack
has followed the fortunes of the
Blues for 28 vears and nominates
Trevor Francis as his favourite ever
Blues player. Despite his age, Jack
has been known to put on a pair of
foothall boots himself and his
experience has proved to be
imvaluable for the Belview United
defence. He also likes to play pool
and snooker. and vou won’t be
surprised to hear that he is not a
member of the Besn Brummie Club!
Hope vou both enjov vour dav with

us here at St Andrew’'s.

Scoit Byrne

calls cost 45p per miny

ite cheap rate 500 per m r le ai all nther timoc

die JUp pe al aii 0lner |
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Nationwide

So you stepped forward brandishing vour Narionwide
cheque and secured the transfer. You'd be branded a
hero, the fans would carry you shoulder high 1o the
Kebab van and theyd probably even name the home

v stand after you. All because you had 2 flexible savings
account thar £aVe you INstant access to your money: lo
find out more abour Nationwide savings accounts just
give us a call. All the best for the season!

| Call free on: 0800 30 20 10 quoting = FBIS

or visit our football site on
http://www.nationwide.co.uk

~i

/7
/2% In tune with people

e/

Nationwide
THE BUILDING SOCIETY.

Nadonwide is 3 member of the Building Socicties Ombudsman Scheme and subscribes to the Code of Banking Practice. Plesse noce thar for various lemal. regulstory and
sustomer scrvice requirements your call will be reconded. Nationwide Building Sociery, Head Office, Nationwide House, Pipers Way, Swindon, SN38 INW,




WALRK OUT OF

ST ANDREWS WITH A

GRAND

IT'S EASY ALL YOU HAVE TO DO
IS BUY A BLUENOSE MATCHDAY
BONANZA TICKET
From one of the sellers around the ground.

If your number is read out at half time you
will walk out of

ST ANDREWS £1000

BETTER OFF.
REMEMBER YOU HAVE GOT
TO BE IN IT TO WIN IT
TICKETS ON
SALE NOW-ONLY £1.00
2 NEW Prizes:

V.ILP. Day for 2 at St. Andrew’s or
Autographed Blues Football

£1000 WINNER
BOLTON GAME
ROY THOMAS (BIRMINGHAM)

BOLTON GAME

2ND PRIZE: JOHN MILLER (BIRMINGHAM)
VIP DAY FOR 2 AT BLUES

3RD PRIZE: MICHAEL BURNS (BIRMINGHAM)
AUTOGRAPHED FOOTBALL

ALL THE NEWS - ALL THE VIEWS -

BIRMINGhaM CIty FOOTBALL CLUB 21

Nave a Right
Blues Christmas

BIY A SEASON TICKET AS A CHRISTMAS PRESENT AND
MARE A DREAM COME TRUE

You can buy vour'partner. child, friend or
parent.a‘seasonstieket for this Christmas
and vou'll makeit a Ghristmas to remember.
A Christmas season ticket runs from the
Tranmere game“on December 28th through
to the end of the season. You will have a
guaranteed seat for e: u.l, hﬂmc game,
priority on away game tlckﬁmgﬁ‘eu entrance
into all reserve sames, hrJfrpnqe admission
to Fireworks night, and aHost of other
benefits such as reduction on merchandise
in the Clulystigp and a special season ticket
holders pmém‘ for the 3rd shirt. Plus you'll
save a fortuné on matchday prices by buying
in advance.

SEASON TICKETS ARE ON SALENOW, YOU CAN
VIEW SEATS BEFORE YOU PURCHASE BY
SIMPLY GOING ALONG TO THE TICKET
OFFICE., OR BY CALLING 0121 772 0101 EXT. 5

AREA ADULT PRICE CONGESSION PRICE
TILTON £103.50 £58
Kop £131.50 £62
MAIN STAND £122.00 74
FAMILY STAND* £88.50 £355

*NOTE this stand is only for adults accompanicd by children, ic
vou have to buy one ¢hild per one adult 8T bought
MAKE SURE THAT YOU BOOK YOUR
SEASON TICKET NOW

FIRST ON BLUES CLUBCALL 0891 1211 88 =%
calls cost 45p per minute cheap raf




TY City FOOTBALL CLUB

A closer look at the youngsters at Birmingham City
BIRMINGHAM CITY RESERVES 0 EVERTON RESERVES 0
Hednesiord Town's Kevs Park ground was used for che first time by
Blues to hold a resenve game bur any locals who came out
expecting 1o see a stvlish display of attacking football would have
gone away sadly disappointed
There were few chances in a game that was more notable for the
wo plavers sent off than for any other reason. Blues striker Mike
Newell and Everton apprentice Gavin MeCann both reecived their
marching orders fram referee Castle for two bookable offences.
Newell was sent off late in the first half and McCann followed for an
early bath at the beginning of the second half
Of the little football that was plaved. Blues created the betrer
openings. Christy McRenzie should have scored when he was
presented with a gilti-edge opportunity with 2 one-on-one with the
visiting keeper.

Wavne Dyver also wenrt close 1o scoring after Johm Frain had set him :
up inside the six vard box but the vounsster hit his shot just past Worrall.
the post as Blues piled on the pressure in the closing minures.

However, at the end of the dayv. both reams had ro be content with a

MELVILLE MIDLAND YOUTH LEAGUE
share of the spoils and the result moved Blues up to ninth in the
table. AUGUST

STORE CITY YOUTH 3 BIRMINGIIAM CITY YOUTH 0

Blues” Director of Youth Coaching Brian Eastick desribed this
Purity Youth League Cup performance as “inept” and was not
happy with the atritude of some of his plavers.

Ile said: “We didn’t compete in the right arcas of the park to give
oursches a realistic chance of obtaining a result. There were a lot
of disappointing individual performances that disappeinied me a
great deal.”

Honours were even at the half-time whistie but the Porteries club
made their dominance show with three second half goals and
thoroughly desenved the vietory. It was a very disappointing
performance from the Blues youngsters who srill lead Mcelville
Midland Youth League by one point from rivals Aston Villa,

Blues team: Bryvan, Jukes, Hatton, Sanderland. Homer, Dodds.
Sedgemore. Dyvson. Burden. Tilley, Lutz. subs: Jones, Crockert.

Blues team: Sutron, Bass, Frain, Edwards. Rea. Castle, Hinton, Saturday mi” 5:- "’1
Comforth, Newell. MeKenzie. Homer. subs Francis (D). Dver. Dyvson. :’;_EEH:da_;' 17th A ;I'L
Safurday 24th A 3-0
- Sany 15t ER
PONTINS PREMIER LEAGUE Dy S R
Thursaay 5th . ey Foodi e A1) A 2-1
AUGUST = Saturday 7th ; City H 0-1
Thursday 22nd Liverpool H 11 Salurday 14th Lincoln up; . 10
Wednesday 28th Leeds United A 0-1 Salurday 21st id Town A 10
SEPTEMBER Salurday 28th Northampton Town A 3-1
Wednesday 11th Nottingham Forest H 11 qf'f!ffﬂ il
Monday 16th Blackbum Rovers A 4-0 Sﬁg ; ?; ; “IEm L,lLr.t s Gl Bift) S :'.'!
A ¥ QUE CUp ROl U
Wednesday 25th Stoke City H 0-1 Saturday |2 Gh : .r\ 10
OCTOBER Tuesday 22nd ia A 240
Wednesday 2nd Oldham Athletic H 0-1 Wednesday 30th 02
Wednesday 9th Tranmere Rovers A 2-1 NOVEMBER
Wednesday 23rd Bolton Wanderers H 11 Salurday Sih Strawsbury Town H 30
NOVEMBER Friday 15h 3‘@;‘: ity{purily league cup Rd2)A -3
Tuesday 5th Derby County A 0-3 %ﬁgﬁnﬁj yEse o
Tossiay 12th Eyertes 8 . Saturday 7th Aston Vila A
Wednesday 11th Wycombe W iSeen Jurior Flastit o 507
Wednesday 4th Manchester United M 7.15 Saturday 14th Wolves H
Tuesday 10 Nottingham Forest A Monday 16ih d (FA. Youth Cup Rd2)A
JANUARY Saturday 21st H
Maonday 6ih Stoke City A et =
Wednesday 22nd Blackburn Rovers H 715 Sy Derby County A
FEBRUARY furday 111h Grimsby Town H
2 : Saturday 18th
Wednesday 5th Boiton Wanderers A Satuday 25th Mansfizld Town H
Wednesday 19th Derby County H 1.15 FEBRUARY
Tussday 25th Everton A Saturday 1st o r'_ranl: on Town H
MARCH Sam:da;.f gth Notis Co A
Wednesday 12th Sheffield Wednesday M 7.15 e Saturday 15t Peterborougn United A
Wednesday 19th Manchester United A - R by Towa A
mm Leeds United H 1.15 Saturday 1st Port Vale H
APRIL . Saturday 8ih Shrewsbury Town A
Monday 7th Liverpool | i A Saturday 15th Walsall A
Wednesday 16th Tranmere Rovers H 7.15 Saturday 22nd Nottingham Fosest -
Tuesday 2%th Oldham Athigtic A gepiuﬁﬁjy 29th Wes! Bromwich Albion H
Saturday Sth Wes Bromwich Albion A
Home fixtures berween st Noveinber and the 31st March will bam:ja" ;ZT'W H?wiﬁ"ﬁi'ﬂ_ :
be playved at Keys l'ark, the home of Hednesford Town. Marches ﬁfﬁ :;} 2;5'{ S"‘rzi “élm“ A
before and after this date will be plaved as usual ar Se MAY y Sae Uk
Andrew’s Saturday 3rd Leicester City A

ALL THE NEWS - ALL THE VIEWS - FIRST ON BLUES CLUBCALL 0891 1211 88

calls cost 45p per minute cheap rate 50p per minule af all other times

All bome fixtures will be plaved at Woodbourne Sports (Jub which is on Rumbush
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3rd Shirts
Size S B LD ar £27.99
cach
Size Y at £32.99 cach
Size S, M. L. XL, XXL at

v 36.99 cach

¥
3rd Shorts
Size SB. B. LB, Yar £15.99
L'.'u_‘h

Size 8, M, L. XL, at ¥19.,99

cach

3rd Socks

Size B. LB. at £5.99 per pair
Size Mens at £7.99 per pai

Scason Ticket Holders and
Truc Bluc members will
receive a Y1 Discount off 3rd
Shirts on production of
Season Tickers or Truce Bluc
Membership Cards.

SUPER OFFERS FOR
TRUE BLUE MEMBERS

During the months of October
& November True Blue
Members will received 10%
Discount on ALL Club Shop
merchandise. This is in
addition to the Special Offer
on 3rd Kits. Membership
Cards must be produced at
time of purchase.
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VISIT THE BLUES C

SHOPS AND MAI(EL%B

BLUE NOSE SMILE THIS
CHRISTMAS!

Hie :‘.

SIWVER

dl PENDANTS VARIOUS o

T0 £8499

f Eeac SR
| s ward @
£13.99




ALLERS INC oy

| £12.50 ¢ op BLUES
MAGIC VIDED 419 94




Show Your
Trué Colours

AWAY SHIRT

Size 5B, B, LB at £29.99 each
oze Y at £34.99 each

Sze SM.LXLXXL at £38.99 each

AWAY SHORTS
Size 58, B, 1B, Y at £15.99 each
ze S, M, L XL at £19.99 each

AWAY SOCKS
Size B, LB at £5.99 per par
Size Mens at £799 per pair

GLUB SUPERSTORE
96 Cattel Road,
Birmingham BO 4NH.

Open Mon, - Sat. 9am - 5.30pm
Telephone: 0121 772 0101

EEE -

AUTOWINBSCREENS LEISURE SHIRT ° o T g;gg;;;'gmgﬂfh;gg; 2
WITH EVERY AWAY SHIRT PURCHASED i

' ; Open Mon. - Sat. 9am - 5.30pm
P vonwaL semt pRice ToMg. 52 |

£12.99 JUNIOR £18.33 ADULTS

KOP MATCHDAY SHOP
Brew XI Kop Stand
Telephone: 0121 772 0101 Ext 1245




s » JUNIOR BLUE : son s
BEAU BRUMMIE GLUB ox

WHY NOT JOIN YOUR SON OR DAVGHTER INTO THE BEAV
BRUMMIE CLVB AND MAKE IT A CHRISTMAS THEY WILL NEVER
FORGET. FOR JUST <70 THEY WILL RECEXIVE ALL OF THE FOLLOWING

* Welcome pack and letter from the President.
* Beau Brummie Members Only T Shirt
* Beau Brummie exclusive poster
* Members only sticker - Official Members certificate

= Exclusive Pen, pencil, ruler and rubber set-Juniors only
+ Enamel members only badge * Seniors only

MOST IMPORTANTLY YOU WILL BE ABLE TO SIT IN ANY PART OF THE GROUND AT
the ONLY way thal you can gain enfrance at St Andrews at a concessionary rate. 1t is

prebook lickels in the Family stand

You will aiso be invited to members only nights where you will be able to meet the players and you will have the

opportunity to join ceaching sessions on Saiuraay morning. Details will be sent when you join the club. To join and recsive
2l the above goedies and bengfits fill in the form below

A EBJ’ED RATE this
<0

also the only way that ,L,-u can

Are you over 60 and want to be part of a social group for senior citizens that meet each

week, then join the BIRMINGILAM CITY SENIOR CITIZENS SUPPORTERS CLUB. This

exeiting new club for over 60's is being run by Mrs Gold. mother to Mr Ralph and David
Gold. and Mrs Sullivan, mother of Mr David Sullivan the Club Presidents. The aim of the ¢lub
is to enjov social events such as afternoon bingo with complimentary coffee and biscuoits cach
Monday in the Wiseman Suite in the Main Stand. and to arrange away game trips at special low
costs. The Club will give all Senior Citizens a special chance to meet cach other and enjoy a social life

at St Andrews.

Membership is just £2 and vou will receive the following:
MEMBERSHIP PACK INCLUDING A WELCOME LETTER
MEMBERSHIP CARD THAT GIVES YOU FREE BINGO ON MONDAYS n‘ ‘-
MEMBERS ENAMEL BADGE |€
MEMBERSHIP CARD THAT ENTITLES YOU TO REDUCE PRICE SEATING OF

£9.50 FOR B GAMES AND £10.50 FOR A GAMES IN TIE FAMILY STAND ON MATCHDAYS®® Midlands Electricity plc
To join please send a chegue or postal order DO NOT SEND CASH for £2 made payable 1o
Birmingham City FC

and post to: SENIOR CITIZENS SUPPORTER CLUB, ST ANDREWS,

BIRMINGHAM BY AXT and send with rhe filled in form below:

-

BEAU BRUMMIE CLUB SENIOR CITIZENS SUPPORTERS CLUB | please tick appropriate box
SURNAME B F— FIRST NAME

ADDRESS. _

POSTCODE

TEL NUMBER (for Beau Brummis Cly
BEAU BRUMMIE CLUB -
10 PROCESS THE APPL
POST YOUR PHELU‘ DO‘J
Manl‘ s (-11 years e P.—fw{-' "‘"Euﬁ‘\ ’v‘,v.—'n.,
I:ETIIEIS SUPPORTERS CLUB - | enclosea 28 DAYS FCR DELI
AND L.{]NHRIV‘AT\"H OF DATE THAT P*.NGO STARTS P.__ SE SEND PHOTOCOPY PROOF Dr AGE t-.Ji“ { AS 'J&‘ k!DF BOOK EH.IF.‘b LICENSEETC
**0On a first come first served, subj iE DO NOT SEND CASH

ST ANDREWS GROUND. BIRMINGHAL! B 4NH
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Colourplan...

Award winning designers and printers of sports programmes
throughout the North West, West Yorkshire and the Midlands.
The company that offers the conplete service from design through
to delivery at a cost to suit your budget.

rpld;i

+ So whether it's a business card, letterhead, multi-page full colour
- k> brochure or sports programme, call lan McCue now.
S ...advice costs nothing!
T
o
Q E 11 Waterside Court. St Helens Technology Campus. Sz, Helens, Marseyside, WAS [UA
u =

Tel: (01744) 23868 Fax: (01744) 753316/753029 Modem: {01744) 756722
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Ci 7 5 .
(.‘r);.-:mn.zmem s :;} word often banded abour v Byt :
“mrmtment - what ” - ; = Culate or chasise i e
it does it mean= Duty. obligation, responsibility, dedication, decotion® W their team,
£ Mefamn or whoever really fit that deseription? 5 »acvotons Well, do any
5 b{‘" Lff the Jmf l:; still wsed and none more wisidly than after Bhes'
- socdal press thar th wore o STy sy L s
 Fomiiiad b ek ,c' ;W;ln_la's did not play wwith pride for themselees or the eluby, and in o <o
Wl chink one has ¢ case of everybody merely having an off day', inexcusable us it was. There
i ;{ @ come from swithin the city hon mdery to wear the i I .;. ] ere
Chos! € explimea F 7 - : s . Jes,
& Frain .'}'am?rlw pr:’:"f:ﬂ”'”}?"!?ﬂ‘ Duts, obligation, responsibility and dedication an
SN, 8 eam. but John knows e FEHL ST e
el o, WS that a plavers life is short and if they are

HAT IS COMMITMENT®

‘experss” and funs ulike to

of today s plave

TS representing

shameful debacle a Port Vale. T reqd zoith nuerest letters ro
rd lacked “‘commitment” ‘
seems ta be many people out there wwho
wordd agree thar yecens Brummie examples
 wonlds that aptly describe someone like John
not wanted or better offers come ademg they

| Mso, despite the Poor-and frustruce
seasoned professionals
ane do nog hegrudge th

18 stant to Trevor's firse o e
Vi et it H,: '__n;:l:st;?n:ym;;:n. r;r_J w;c woulld argue againse the com mitment showen by
B ‘ - 4 4o reaise thaa these plavers are v, G b
em on their efforts shown thus far: You only hee ek e e vt ikt g
S 0T ONEY e 16 compare them <zith the fikes of fast scason’s ‘Prom
% 2 w S0 L S¢ason s '
loens like Scmways and Shericlarn.

renuer’
In a nurshell, my =i~ e 14 i i
I coms sive that the vast majority of men i the croned today: and b rw:la-m-r:}\h‘\“r:‘ 7 I’-u!f the scord commiement should be dropped
; 7 ] s Pis 22 e W tie word ‘professional’. This ! I 3
4 & 5 1 = femicles as azell, have at 3 Professione tis s1ams up the likes of
amd le1’s not be sexist, quite a e jen Bruce. Frain an e fiir he Hi b S ()
:i‘;ite or (nother taken part in a Sunday League soccer S R ”:urrd _}’!or-r‘(f tar bezer despite their differing abifities i
on’:uh It may hoeee only been the unce sohen Yo went along bmr‘e-:s:‘c.-: !- e O Bl0oe oo e quite possibly un-
to watch vour mie r)tcn and onby ten of his tean fmd yrned ‘m_;'wi ‘ M:f .
You wwere asked seherher you Aad ecer played football B
:fd"ﬂﬂ.‘ Even thowgh vou had replied in the negative o shirt 3

eoas throeen in your direction mﬁﬁ-«:u soere told that for the
S VOLEr name IS ),
ﬁat::;g‘::z t?w. committed Sundey .mnmia:zg ;iu_\w:r{e. ’st:::h
as thvsell, who tomigp every seeck f:tdww_rr_:il. 'Despm e
fact iflar‘ﬁ;.q a fesz hours carlier you may im»t‘e :‘""f’( f.:\z;r o
vour nest door neishbour’s garden scith 12 prarus '!.’,,';-“‘ S
‘and a chicken balti, you sull manage to drag yourse -f;:l;" )
bed at i unearthly funoin the Tnorning o play 'M”ﬁ i
You rrice at the ground, I mean park, 1o _ﬁlu! that :1 o:m;;x
m._,_.- handing rooms so vou um_fm’r.‘ed' to get change lmt i
side of the pitch, often in condirions that wonld send peng
ddling jor coter. _ .
mv m:}'{m the pirch vou discover d@m you tn‘t-bt’tr_a_ﬂ nm:r‘kfd
w65 skinhead sehase (eam MALes SIS ON referning u: ‘:-.
Basher', Yini spend most of the first ?_mt_f trving (o convine
yotirself that you hadn't really seen him on an edition of ‘
“Crimecraich’ the previous week. Amsoay, you L‘?T'IN’N;& di(
put your life, as well as Hvelihood, at risk as Hcmhcr: !
reat pleasure in licking homps out of your bux*:.‘.(ms; T
Aleocrié the slory hunter, you chase any long balls ecen if they
ey seem:to be a lost cause in se:m:hlqr that 'ulI gn;m’r:ﬂc;’?: :
S0l theet soould see vour name up in lights. Well. in ci If e
indh of the Sports Argus, if it's your team's tum det a
X | :
Sg, why udom;':c put. vurselves through this speekly rornae=
Bocuuse o8 enjoyit!
Wihich In‘fl;s n{te-to sy point {praise the Lcrr.t!. ;‘l hcjar"w:: mai.-
ory). Hoss menny people cun honestiv sy that they enjo ;
jah, let alime thar they seould afmm._[{\_’ spend dm‘rﬁ'&: rm-u.
L e
: opiTHon it & WSL ] ;
Ir;c"\-:;r‘::qm)‘?cngnm‘f ;5;0:? I-:‘lfm'\' times toill « younsster making his
debut in the firse teaom let you doten. He may lack the
EXpPRTIENce Inat he soill alécays give 100% @ arielort I R
mqms it may 'do some players g-und‘rzf think back hﬁu‘ ;n.‘
early days and, realise that eqrning a liwing out ¢f football is
not a god-given right but a very forrunate ne.
Peter Lewis' :
Blues Programme Editor

I vou have an opinion on this or anv other foothall-relared topic,
whether it be regarding the Blues or foothall in 2encral. please
send vour letters -

Perer Lewis, Birmingham Ciny Foothall Club.,
St Andrew’s Ground. Birmingham. B9 4NI11L




LEWIS & BEDDOWS LTD

Building Services Engineers “

TODAY’S MATCH SPONSOR

The Directors of Lewis and Beddows Ltd,
Electrical Contractors and Engineers, for
major industrial and commercial projects are
pleased to welcome their guests from
Rover Group Lid (and Gordon)
to enjoy the hospitality at B.C.EC.

WINDSOR COURT, 9-13 OLTON ROAD,
SHIRLEY, SOLIHULL, WEST MIDLANDS. B90 3NF.
Telephone: 0121 733 1246

Fax: 0121 733 1245

DMLY AVAILABLE Froyl S
EELEELEELELSELELELSSE SA VINGS......ON

COFFEE FOOD
COOKWARE KETTLES TEASMAIDS | MILLS PROCESSORS

"'-==' Ty I e |
KNIVES BABY CHEF

BLENDER MILLS . FRE
FROM ONLY i ‘ FROM ONLY

YOUR CHANCE TO WIN A PAIR OF Vi S FOR BLUES v MAN CITY ON 1/1/97

VISIT QUR OPEN: MON - FRI 9.00am to 4.00pm
EACTORYY SAT - 9.00am to 1.00pm

ShHl= AT POPEST, HOCKLEY - JUST 5 MINUTES FROM THE BLUES GROUND




Just as it seemed as if our
scason was finally starting to
show signs of life, we go and
spoil all that hard work with
another away day defeat at
Charlton. We simply cannot
afford to lose these type of
matches if we are realistic about
our promotion ambitions. It is
important to put together an
unbcaten run that notonly
moves us up the table but also
raises the confidence of
evervone in the sguad. That is
why the defeat at The Valley was
so frustrating.

Unfortunately, 1 was forced to
miss the game with a twisted
ankle that [ sustained during
the bruising battle at Molincux
on Sunday. 1 also missed our
last home encounter with
leaguc Icaders Bolton Wanderers
with a muscle strain which was
also very frustrating. I was
determined not to miss my first
game of the season but it wasn't
to be and at least the rest
enabled me to play against
Wolves. You have to be very

RAA NN A ra v s KRLNN A RRbwad ERARRssansd i i TR rnanins s basoesiahoornndess
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carcful with muscle injuries to

make surc that a strain docsn’t
turn into a pull and you end up
missing even more games. [ am
one of the worst spectators of a

We simply cannot afford
to lose these matches if
we are realistic about
promotion ambitions.

game as [ like to be involved bur
T have to admic that the
performance against Bolton was
superb and we were well worthy
of the three points.

I was pleased to be back in the
action on Sunday and what a
game to return for. Local
derbies arc always special
occasions and it was a great
game in which to finally break
that unwanted away day record.
We ncver looked in danger of
losing the match, but after Andy

Snonspea] by
SPECIALIST

SUPPORT
SERVICES

INTEGRATED FIRE & CCTV SYSTEMS

RARARRA R A dRR R RN s s s addbdannsniaannnsnnnsnabminaion
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calfs cost 450 per minute chesp rate 50p per minute at aif other fim=s

Legg had restored our lead it
was a matter of digging deep
and holding out until the final
whistle. This we did quite
comfortably and the relief was
there for all to sce at the end of
the match.

It is important that we get back
to winning ways this afternoon
but we aren’t going to find
things easy against a well
organised Swindon side under
the management of Steve
MeMahon. Apart from their
shock defeat at Ipswich on
Tuesday night thev have been
enjoving a purple patch in
recent weeks and we will have to
approach the game in
completely the right manner if

we are going to get anything
out of it. 1 am sure that with
vour support then we are fully
capable of producing the right
result.




() LOOKING FOR
3 COACH TRAVEL,

“We are proud

to be suppliers
of all coach

x5 i D i travel for

: LUXURY COACH TRAVEL FOR ALL OCCASIONS Bi'.'ningbam Czb’
P Inclusive British and Continental holidays and short breaks.
P A variety of of day trips throughout the year. F Ootball Club
P Theatre and Concert excursions in London and Birmingham.

o P> Private coach hire with vehicles from 21 to 57 seats. teams and
WHY NOT GIVE US A CALL ON 01564 792325 supporters.
Johnsons Coach Travel

32 High Street, Henley-in-Arden, ’r
Solihull, West Midlands B95 5AN £l

The Blue Ribbon Service Group takes pleasure in working with Birmingham City
Football Club for the 1996/97 season.

Blue Ribbon provides a wide range of contract cleaning, security and support
services to our customers and is recognised as a leading force in the contract
cleaning industry.

Through skill, training and teamwork Blue Ribbon is committed to carrying out a
comprehensive service in an environmentally responsible manner.

Established in 1978, The Blue Ribbon Service Group have generated a wide
spectrum of support services to meet and excel our clients’ expectations.

These services include:
eComprehensive cleaning services ®Janitorial Supplies ®Security
®Industrial Cleaning ® Window Cleaning ®Grounds Maintenance

For further information please contact:
Blue Ribbon Service Group Limited, St. James’s House, East Street, Farnham, Surrey GU9 7TJ
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SEASON TICKETS (REDUCED PRICES)

Main Stand Kop Tilton Road Family Stand
Adult Y 160.50 X172 Y137 £108

Senior Cirtizen
& children Y82 v82 £76.50 £73
under 16

CHECK OUT PAGE 21 FOR DETAILS OF A SPECIAL CHRISTMAS SEASON TICKET

TICKET DETAILS FOR FORTHCOMING MATCHES

Nationwide League Division One

Tuesday 26th November K.O. 7.45pm
READING v BIRMINGHAM CITY

No tickets are required. Pay on the tirnstiles.

Nationwide League Division One
Saturday 30th November K.O. 3.00pm
NORWICH CITY v BIRMINGILAM CITY
This match is ALL-TICKET for Blucs fans
Tickets are now om sale to scason ticket holders (voucher i) and True Blue Club members only.
Any remaining tickets will 2o on general sale on Monday (23th November)
Tickets arc priced at £15 + £1 (administration charge) with no concessions
EANS SHOULD NOT TRAVEL TO THIS GAME WITHOUT A TICKET

Nationwide League Division One

Tuesday 3rd December KO, 7.45pm

BIRMINGIIAM CITY v BARNSLEY

ALL TICKETS BOUGHT IN ADVANCE OF THE GAME - JUST 4
PAY ON THE DAY - £3

(excepr for visiting supporters in K. Paddock - £10)

SEE PAGE 44 FOR MORE DETAILS

Nationwide League Division One
Saturday 7th December K.O. 3.00pm
BIRMINGHAM CITY v GRIMSBY TOWN
Tickets go on sale on Monday (253th November). I3 march prices.
Special offer for season ticker holders who ean purchase as many tickets as they like for their friends and family in the
Railway End of the ground for just £4 up until Friday 6th December. You will need to bring voucher w out of vour
season ricker book. If vou wish, you can also swop vour own season ticket seat for one nest to those vou have
purchascd in the Railway End

MATCHDAY INFORMATION
Season ticket holders must bring their season ticket book with them to all home league games. The appropriate
voucher number must then be ripped out in front of the turnstile operator

REMINDER REGARDING CONCESSIONARY PRICES FOR TICKETS

Under 16s - Oniy Beau Brummie members can buy tickets for a conccssionary price in advaace of the game. If the child is not a member then the
full price of the ticket must be paid. On 2 marchday the only area that under 16 who are mot Beau Brummie members can gain admission for a
reduced price is the Family Enclosure, if tickets are still available for this area. Reav Brummie members can purchase rednced price tickets on a
matchday. or in advance. for any area of the gmund on production of their membership card

OAP’s - Concessionary priced tickets for OLP’s must be purchased from the ticket office 48 hours before the game. Proof of ase must be
broushe

OPEXNING HOURS

Scason tickets and mateh tickets ean be purchased by soing to the Ticket Office (Main Stand side) any time Monday-Friday, 9 30am-3_30pm
{exeept on 2 Thursday before 1 Saturday home game when it stavs apen uniil 7 00pm). on non-match Saturdays 9_30am-12 30pm and all dav on
matchdays. Don't forget mateh tickets can also be bought from the ticket office in the city centre club shop.

For amy ticket enquinies or if you wish to hook by credit card, please ring 0121 772 0101 ext. 5

N.B. Are you are finding it diffieult to save up cnoush money to buy vour season ticket in one lump sum® For details of how you can pay in monthly
installments., ring Alan Tarry on 0121 643 4502

calls cost 45p per minute cheap raie 50p per minute ai 2ll other times



TREVOR

FRANCIS
MAIN SPONSOR:
LUCOZADE

Lucozade
Aucorade
Lucozade

TRACKSUIT
TRAINING KIT

L  PRESENTATION
SERVICES 766 7789

BOOTS Famborough Air Show
TRACKSUIT .Paul Hope
TRAINING KIT

MARTIN
GRAINGER
MAIN SPONSOR:

AARTVARK
Graphics
0121 460 1718

BDWTS Linda&Michelle Carzher
TRACKSUIT
TRAINING KIT

BOOTS Listgrove
TRACKEUIT ” Blues Infernet
TRAINING KIT

MIKE
NEWELL
MAIN SPONSOR:
ROBERT JAMES
TRANSPORT
0374-677521
BOOTS Water Orton Travel

TRACKSUTT B.C.F.C.Supporiers Chb
TRAINING KIT Walmley Travel

KEVIN

FRANCIS
MAIN SPONSOR

BOOTS
TRACKSUIT
TRAINING KIT .

MICK
MILLS

MAIN SPONSOR:
LUCOZADE

BOOTS Lucarade
TRACKSUIT Lucozade
TRAINING KIT Lucozade

BENNETT
MAIN SPONSOR:
™' DAVID JOHN
§ BUTCHER

) Anpelina Romana
RACKSUIT Lyn & Phill Allsap—=Guest
TRAINING KIT Lawrz Hollies

PLAYER SPONSORSHIP 1996/97 SEASON
Player spansarship at Birmingham Cily is a prestigiovs, yet affordabile way of being
involved with the club and receiving regular exposure for your business in the match

pmgmmme You will receive:-

Cost £300 plus VAT

KIT SPONSORSHIP

Kit Sponsorship is a fon and effective way of showing your support for your favourite player
nd having your name prmred in each full marm programme mugnem the season
hip and 2

tracksuit, training kit. boots

For availability and reservations pleass contact the Commercial ﬂeﬁan‘mem
on 0121 772 0101 ext 7

MAIN SPONSOR:

o XTRA AM

BOOTS T.N.T. Showfreight
TRACKSUIT
TRAINING KIT

PAUL TAIT

MAIN SPONSOR:

BOOTS John Painter
TRACKSUIT
TRAINING KIT

PAUL

GIUSEPPIE
ITALIAN
RESTAURANT
0121 475 6233
BOOTS . Maicolm & Steve Bampficld
TRACKSUIT M.D.J. Willday
TRAINING KIT Water Ortan Travel

Anne Holmes
Andreas Ervik
Colin Owen

T"ﬂu'\q‘a‘
TRAINING KIT

CHRIS
HOLLAND

MAIN SPONSOR:
WILLIAMS
ARCHITECTURAL
SYSTEMS

BOOTS . .Bister Army Socizl Club
TRACKSUIT

TRAINING KIT Mark Weaver

PAUL

FURLONG
MAIN SPONSOR:

TA
CONSULTANTS

BODTS .. Keith Evans Fishing Tackle
TRACKSUIT Linda Goodman
TRAINING KiT

Tﬁulhll‘._. KIT

TRACKESUIT

TRAINING KIT

FINANCIAL

Teiephone:
01527

JON HUNT
MAIN SPONSOR:
DORGROVE
FLOORS

Paul Johns

ANDY LEGG
MAIN SPONSOR:

LClemenis & Sireel Lid

Fionz Robinson

MICHAEL

JOHNSON
MAIN SPONSOR:
JESSICA HALLAM

|
|
|
1
|
|
|
|
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THE IDEAL XMAS PRESENT FOR A LOVED ONE

Do you get fed up with Turkey over the Christmas holidays? Do you
gef tired with watching those films over again?

Then why not join us here at S5t Andrew’s on Sunday 29th December to
'en|oy a VIP day out with a difference at Blues v Tranmere.

Arrwe at 10:30am for your cocktail reception before touring the St Andrew’s stadium.
r your enfertainment we have a comedian fo entertain you before you sit down
_ loa 3 course luncheon with house wine, hear o pre-match
: interview with one of the management team then take your seats in the BOOK 6 GUESTS BRING
2 Director’s Box 1o Watch the match. There will also be half and full fime 1 EXTRA GUEST
~ refreshments. After the game if's fime for you 1o vote for your Man of the FREE OF CHARGE
-?5Mh who will subsequently come along fo the lounge for his presentation
 and, then, before you leave pick ¢ p your memento of the day compliments of
‘Birmingham City Football' Club. = "1 ik

book your seats for this' greu!' ay out, please telephone the Commercial

= D ; on 0121 772 0101 exi-7. But hurry, we have limited space available at a
%8 spacml price of £75+vct per heud _now bonlnng fast!

DAVID SULLIVAN'S BUSINESS PARTNEHS
== BACKING THE BI.llES

= Y i

2 121 782 2828
alephone // BURLINGTON
012} 2555330 %r%%

0121 766 8587  TEL 01675 466972

FOR DETAILS OF HOW YOUR COMPANY CAN ADUERTISE IN THIS SECTION PLEASE
CALL BECKY IN THE COMMERCIAL DEPARTMENT ON 0121 772 0101 EXT 1225

FOR AVAILABILITY AND RESERVATIONS CALL THE COMMERCIAL DEPT ON 0121 772 0101 ext7




The ultimate lifestyle clothi
and footwear stores.
Valentino ranges amving soon

City Plaza = Birmingham

The MerryHill Centre « Brierley Hill
The Galleries Centre « Bristol

The Castie Mall = Norwich

The Mariands Centre = Southampton

Opening Autumn '96 = Leicester

Part of the Capolito Roma Group ple
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Right, so it looks nice. it doesn't feel
too bad either. all mushy and slushy in
vour hand (remember, kids are
reading this as well, so come on. out
of the gutter!). T mean that slippy
white stuff. That stuff the old'uns go
on about in the olden days - snow: Not
that powder vou whipper snappers call
snow. No. boot clogging. feer freezing.
rcal snow. The sort that Polar Bears
refuse to go out in.

Alright. so we had a mild downpour
(is that the right expression?) a
couple of seasons ago when our
ncighbours in the Black Country
refused to turn out in it. As for
country wide white-
outs? Well. vou would
have to go back to that
famous ‘Football
Focus’ interview with
the king of
commentators himself.
‘Motey’, struggling to
hold himself and
microphone together
as old winter did his
worst. His flat cap and
sheepskin soon
disappeared under a
blankert of white, much
to the amusement of
old ‘Dessy’, back in the
warmth of the studio,
no doubt.

Now old Bert sitting next to vou will
quite readily expand on the terrible
winter of ‘63, or worsce still *48. Tl
tell vou that plavers in his dayv didn’t
wear gloves on the pitch. let alone
tigshts (sorry, John). He seen ‘em play
in thick pea soupers where you
couldn’t sce the touch line, never
mind the other half. You had to shout
to the bloke in front of vou to ask
what the score was. He would shout

FhsssbansnnssRants

s

srssssussnssnEsns

back: “Dunno mate. | thought I was in
the queue for the pictures!”

With all the emphasis now on a better
quality of product and greatly
advanced facilities for the spectator,
isn't it about time that we abandoned
the middle of winter as the main time
of the season. Either close the league
down from December to the
beginning of March, or, better still.
play summer football. Can vou
imagine sitting on a warm bluc scat
on a balmy summer’s afternoon, shirt
sleeves, with a cold glass of something
quenching in vour hand. Ah, heaven!

i On second thoughts, give me a cold.

by Derek Cox

blcak November
afternoon any day,
dark by 3.30pm and
minus six by tea time.
That’s real British
football weather.
You've got yvour mom’s
tights on under yvour
jeans (if vou're ¢
fisherman, vou'll
know). and a mug of
bovril in vour cold
mit. Give me three
inches of frozen mud
covering the pitch and
slect raining down the
back of my coat!

I'd sooner be cold art
St. Andrew’s than

i warm in the Maracana. We don't get -

the fogs that we used to get though.

i Even the traditional British winter

T P PP

seems to have warmed up over the
last twenty vears, the Greenhouse
effect has a lot to answer for. Come
on Mickey Fish. give us some real old
fashioned winters. The sort that made
the pawnbrokers cover up their signs.
Mayvbe then the lads will once again
flourish in the winter wonderland.

)
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calls cost 45p per minute cheap rate 50p per minute at all other imes



Nationwide and
The Football League
— A winning team -

Nationwide Building Seciery is delighted 1o be sponsoring
The Football League and is proud to be associated with the
national game. Millions of people around the country enjoy
League games, with an increasing number of familics

autending marches.

Similarly, Natonwide has a rclationship with many
houscholds in the UK — around one in four. It looks after the
financial nceds of over seven million people and is the UK’
largest building socicry intending to remain customer owned,

committed to putting customers first.

Nartionwide is an organisation with strong roots in the com-
munity and we are always looking for new ways to promore
awareness of the benefits we can offer and 1o strengthen

relarionships with customers cven further. With 72 league

clubs and 630 Nationwide branches throughout England znd
Wales, we are looking forward to working with The League
and its member clubs ro support community initiatives and
forge even closer links with local people. Wherever you find

a feotball tecam you'll find a Nationwide team.

Nationwide’s philesophy is to be “in tunc with people”. and
we believe that the help we can give in investing in foarball’s
futurce will further demonstrare thigand underline our general

commitment to mMeeting customers’ nceds.

We would like to take
Nationwide

FOOTBALL LEAGUE

this opportunity to wish your

club a successful season.

Trust us to help football

The Football Trust is helping the game at all levels - from
providing kit for school teams, pitches and changing rooms for
grass roots football, safety and improvement work throughout the

game right up to providing vital assistance to help League clubs
complete the essential task of redeveloping their grounds in line &

with the Taylor Report.

Over the last 20 years the Trust has received and
distributed £250m from Littlewoods, Vernons and Zetters
Pools and Littlewoods Spot the Ball competition for the
benefit of football.

Up and down the country, clubs are buiiding new
grounds and stands, installing seating, and
providing safe and comfortable facilities for
their spectators to enjoy. Every club
depends on the support-of the
FOOTBALL TRUST and the success
of the pools companies. Both
are crucial for football's
future.

/) Helping the game

“TITTLEWOODS VERNONS ZETTERS
Making sure foothall wins
the Pools cach week

THE FooisaLL TrusT, WALKDEN House, 10 MeLTon STReeT, Lonoon NW1 2ER
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CLUB

T\e are PROUD to have vou

as a Season Ticket holder

~and a True Blue Card
-member, we know that vou
are a 100%
- FAN and without vou there
~would not be a Birmingham
~ City Football Club.
- mark of our thanks to you

GENUINE BLUES

Asa

we have put together this
PRIVILEGE PAGE that will
give True Blue Club

- members and Scason Ticket

Holder ONLY fancastic

- discount on club

merchandise, Bonfire night
at HALF PRICE, £30 a head
off Club VIP meals. cte. ete.

- This is our way to say a BIG

THANK YOU to all Season
Ticket holders and True Blue
Club members. Make sure
vou get the programme each
same to keep informed of
new discounts and privileges.

[f vou have any querics

contact Karren Brady dm.-ut

3 at the club.

- *PLEASE NOTE: THE INFORMATION

BELOW APPLIES TO THE ORIGINAL
TRUE GLUB CLUB AND NOT THE PONY
TRUE BLUE SUPPORTERS CLUB

TRUE BLUE HEMBEHS ONLY

In the months of October
and November you can get
10% discount off any Blucs
Merchandise in the Club
shops. All you have to do is

produce your membership
_card at the till when you pay.

: BOYS
 YOUTHS £31.99
: ADULTS

! Your card will be checked to

¢ ensure that all pavments are
: up to date.

: SEASON TICKET HOLDERS
: AND TRUE BLUE CLUB

: MEMBERS

: 3rd SHIRT kit goes on sale on :
: October 15th with the

¢ following special prices for
: Season Ticket holders and

¢ True Blue Club members.

: SIZE:SPECIAL PRICE FOR
i SEASON TICKET & TRUE
BLUE CLUB ONLY**

£26.99

£35.99

i Season Ticket holders and
i True Blue Club Memebers
i can now get a 5 discount
i off the superb Auto

Windscreens Leisure Shirt.

i **TRUE BLUE PLEASE

i NOTE: If you purchase in
 October or November vou

i get an additional 10% off of
i these already discounted

: prices.

: SEASON TICKET HOLBERS

: AND TRUE BLUE CLUB

: MEMBERS

¢ If you faney a special day out
i at Blues, as season ticket

: holders and True Blue club

: members you'ean sit in the

i Dircetors Box and have a

L privileges

: meal in the new Gold Suite
{ restaurant for just £45 ALL
i INCLUSIVE per person.
i usual price for this package
: is £75. so you get an

{ AMAZING DISCOUNT OF

: £30 PER PERSON. Take

The

: advantage of this offer by

: calling THE COMMERCIAL
{ DEPARTMENT ON 0121 772
: 0101 EXT.7.
¢ available for ALL games
: subject to availability.

This discount is

: CHRISTMAS PARTY - TRUE BLUE
: CLUB MEMBERS ONLY

: We will be organising a

¢ Christmas party for all True

¢ Blue Club members to meet
: the plavers, Trevor Francis,

: The Club President (David

: Sullivan/David Gold and

: Ralph Gold) within the next
i few months.
i COMPLETELY FREE OF

i CHARGE, so make sure you

: buy the programme for more
i information.

 T0 JOIN THE TRUE BLUE CLUB
: see the advert on page 12.

THIS WILL BE

: TO BE A SEASON TICKET
i HOLDER contact the

: ticket office schich is open
: mon-fri (9.30-5.30) late

: night Thursdav before a

: Saturday home game until

_ i Zpm Saturday 9.30-
: 12.30pm non match days
: and open all day match




Bristol Street

Open: Mon-Fri 8.80am-7.00pm. Sat 8.00am-6.00pm. Sun 11 .00am-5.00pm

BRISTOL STREET MACKADOWN LANE || STRATFORD ROAD
BIRMINGHAM GARRETS GREEN SHIRLEY, SOLIHULL
0121 666 6000 | 0121 789 7666 || 0121 733 3333



The first League mecting
berween Blues and Swindon
place in the 1969-70
Swindon had had a

took
SCAsSOn.

terrific scason the previous year,

finishing as runners-up in
Division Il and winning the
Leaguce Cup. Swindon had the
brilliant Don Rogers on their
staff but unfortunacely Blues
fans were prevented from seeing
him as he failed a late fitness
test before the game.
Otherwise Swindon fielded a full
strength side.

Blues were making a comeback
from a poor start to the scason.
After failing to win any of their
first five games we had gone
¢ight home games without
defear-and four games, home
and awayv, The only piece of
team strengthening that we had
done was to sign Tony Hateley
from Coventry. The big forward
had not exacely been a success,
having scored only twice in 14
games. A reshuffle in midficld
had produced an effective unit
of Trevor Hockey as marker.
Malcolm Beard as ballwinner
and Johnny Vincent as
playmaker.

Blues started off like a rocket.
Within the first five minutes
both Bobby Thomson and
Johnnv Vincent had had shots
charged down. After seven
minutes we took the lead.
Swindon’s captain Stan Harland,

T T T T T T T P T TP PRSP PP RPN
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: for over

who was of course later to
captain us, was pressured into a
poor clearance by Hateleyv, The
ball ran out to Bert Murray who
ran onto it and fired home from
12 vards. Within a couple of
minutes Vineent had fired o
shot against the post. Blues
continued finding their way
through Swindon’s defence with
monotonous regularity but it
was not until the 20th minute
that we increased our lead with

O R I T TR LT T T e Ty

a closc range header from Geoff ;
Vowden. For the next ten
minutes Blues continued a non- :
stop assault on the goal and
only a fine display by Swindon's
keeper. Peter Downshorough,
prevented us from extending uur
lead.

Then suddenly things changed.
There were guestions in the
papers for a few davs later as to
why the Blues decided ro sit
back on their two goal lead.
Manager Stan Cullis denied that
there was anything deliberarte
about it but suspicions lingered
that the team had been told to
save something for the game
away at Portsmouth four days
later. Whatever the reason the
game died and very little action
took place from then on. The
most notable incident occurred
at the start of the second half.
have been \\':nuhim'; the Blues
r thirty y¢
sav that this game was the :

vars and [ can

: safely

i Evening Mail's
{was less enthusiastic.
: commented that

v Roger Baker Birmingham Cirv ITistorical & Collectors Society

ENGOLINTERS!

only one that | have ever seen
where the sume team kicked off
in both halves. Blucs players
protested to referce Derck
Nippard but it made no

as Swindon were
allowed to kick off twice.

After the improvement of the
last few weeks talks of
promotion was in the air but the
Neville Foulger
He

“it would be a
brave man to wager heavily on
Blues getting promotion. As we

difference

i all know, they have been in this
i position before and failed

It was surprising to find that in
an cra of foothall hooliganism
newspaper headlines were made

; that weekend by sporting

i violence of another kind. At
Leicester the Springbok touring
! rugby team were meeting the
Midland Countics (East).
i Springbok tour was dogged by
i protest throughout because of
i the apartheid situation and a
massive police presence was

i required at Welford Road to
ensure the game went on.
i protest was led by 19 vear old
student Peter Hain.
: course in now an M.P
i what his position on football
{ violence is!

The

The

Hain,
[ wonder

Roger Baker
Birmingham City Historical &
Collectors Society.

calls cost 43p per minute cheap rate 50p per minute at 2il other fimes



With the festive season nearly upon us, right on
cue the Robins of Swindun come flving into St
Andrew’s, Few pundits would have predicred
with over a third of the season gone in 2
Midlands dominated first division that Swindon
and local rivals Oxford United would have been
leading the way when it came to chubs in the
region. Last weekend saw the Wiltshire side
record an impressive 3-0 home vietory over
high-flying Barnsley at the County Ground 1o
take them up to seventh. Having soffered the
agony of relegation in consecutive seasons. boss
Steve MeMahon has set his sights on returning
the club to the top flight as quickly as they had
descended.

The victory over the Tykes had followed a
previous 2-0 home suceess against Manchester
City with a brace from striker Wayne Allisom
doing the damage. It has been the away form
that has been the Robins™ downfall so far this
season with just two victories in seven
cncounters on the road at the time of writing.
They began the season with the long trip to
East Anglia to take on Norwich City and
suffered a 2-0 opening day defeat. Four points
were picked up in their next two games at the
County Ground against Port Vale and Oldham
Athletic. This was followed by an impressive 3-1
victory at Southend United and a 21 defeat at
Grimsby. That has been the story of Swindon’s

inconsistent scason so far with victories
intermingled with draws and reversals. A 10
home defcat against Portsmouth was followed
three days later with a 2-1 win on their own
patch against Tranmere. They managed to re-
discover that winning feeling in the middle of
October with three victories in a week
inchuding a 6-00 hammering of humble
Huddersficld. llowever, a Coca-Cola Cup
encounter at Manchester United seemed to
take its strain on the plavers as they were
defeated 2-1 om the night and this was followed
by back-to-back reversals in the league against
Readmg and West Brom

THE SQUAD

FRANK TALIA

Goalkeeper who hails from the Australian city
of Melbourne and was plaving for Sunshine
George Cross when he was spotred by a scout
plaving for his country’s under21 side. He was
invited 1o England and had trials with Chelsea
and QPR amongst others before signing for
Blackburm Rovers in August 1992, He failed to
make any appearances for the Ewood Park club
although he did mahe 15 league appearances
whilst on loan at third division Hartlepool. He
joined Swindon in November 1995 after a short
loan period at the County Ground

FRASER DIGBY

Goalkeeper who starred as a trainee at
Manchester United and also spent time on loan
at Oldham Athletic and Swindon Town for
expericnee but again was not afforded first
team exposurc. In December 1986 Town paid
£32.500 for his scrvices and has gone on 1o
make over 400 senior appearances for the
Robins.

IAN CULVERHOUSE
Cultured defender
who was a polished
full-hack with
Norwich Cirv and
exeels in the role
of SWeLpCr,
Culverhouse is a
product of the
Tottenham
Hotspur youth
policy. Plaved only
one senior game for
Spurs before
joining Norwich City for £30.000 in October
1955. He amassed some 36Y appearances for
the Canaries and was an influential figure in
their European campaign. ITe moved o the
Comnry Ground in December 1994 for
£250.000.

IAN CULVERHOUSE

calls cosi 45p

2r minute cheap rale 50p per minute at all other times



FREDERIC DARRAS

Defender who joined during rhe summer from
French club Bastia on a three vear contract. lle
spent 11 vears with French double winners
Auxerre and has represented his country ae
under-15 and dader21 level. He has made no
fewer than 19 European Cup appearances
mclhading a quarterfinal tie against Florentina,

JASON DRYSDALE

Bristol born defender who joined Town from
Neweastle United for a fee of £340.000 in
March 1993 but has been desperately vnlucky
with injuries meaning thar his appearances
have been limited. A former Watford trainee, he
went on 1o make 160 senior appearances
seoring 1.3 goals before a 425 (00 munve 1o St
James Park in August 1994, Found his
opportunities limited and after less than saen
months opted to oy his luck with Swindon.

KEVIN HORLOCK

A current member of the Northern Irelund
squad, Horlock has proved a great assct to the
team since arriving on a frec traasier from West
Ham United with no senior leagne appesrances
to his name. He had joined the Hlammers from
school and scored 11 goals from left back for
their youth team in 199091, A good tackler
and striker of the ball, he demonstrated his
seoring ability at senior level last scason by
netting 16 goals in 12 leagne games.

WAYNE 0'SULLIVAN

Talented voung full-back who was given his first
senior opportunity in an Anglo lalizn Cup te
at Oxford United in September 1992, He made
his league bow as a subsitituee in a 2-0 home
win over Port Vale s the beginning of the
199495 scason and was in the starting line-up
for the first time against Warford o fortnight
later, le has progressed well and last season
not only established himself in the senior side
bur was also a regular in the Republic of
freland’s under-21 squad.

MARK ROBINSON
Joined the
apprentice runks at
West Brom on
leaving school in
June 1985 and
made his leaguc
debur against
Sheffield
Wednesday in the
April of 1986, He
MARK ROBINSON was not offered a
professional
contract by the Baggics but was soon snapped
uip by Barmsley. Was given his chance with an
extended first team run in 1989 and such was
his form that Neweastle United soon swooped
in with a cheque for £450,000 in March 1993,
[aving struggled to hold down  first team
place. he gladly moved to Wiltshire for
£600.000 in July 1994

MheaaenssaeiessnianranisRng
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MARK SEAGRAVES
A former Liverpool
apprentice :nd
England vouth
international.
Seagnves wis seen
as the ideal
partaer for Shaun
Tavlor at the hean
of the defence
when Town paid
Bolton Wanderers
£100.000 for his
registration in June 1993, Made his Town debut
at IMull City on the opening day of last season
and plaved in the opening 17 games before
injury curailed his imolement to 25 starts for

MARK SEAGRAVES

the season. e has also plaved for Norwich Ciny,
Manchester Ciry and Bolton Wanderers.

GARY ELKINS

Leftsided defender who made over 100
appearances for Wimbledon in the Premiership
before signing for Swindon in September 1996
in a £100,000 deal. Plaved for Fulham as a
voungsrer, had a spell on loan ar Exerer Ciry
before signing for the Dons in Augnst 1990 for
£20.000.

PAUL ALLEN

Very expericnced midfielder who signed for the
Robins on a free rransfer from Sourthampton in
October 1995, Started his career with West
Ham United as an apprentice in 1979 and went
on 1o make 197 appearances scoring 11 goals.
In June 1985 Allen signed for Tottenham
Hotspur for £400.000 where he plaved 377
games scoring 28 goals, In Scprember 1993 he
made the move to the Dell during which time
he also enjoved loan spells at Luton Town and
Stoke Cirv.

TY GOODEN

Signed by John Gorman in 1993 following a
suceessful loan period after being released by
Wyeombe Wanderers. Made over M) appearances
last scason and reecived a championship medal
Scored a memorable goal in the Robins 340
vietory over Bamnsley List weekend.

SCOTT LEMCH

This former Motherwell. Dumfermline and
Hearts midfielder was signed for £15,000 after
a successful loan spell at the County Ground.
Leitch is determined to help Town continue
their climb o the top and started the first 19
games of this season.

ALEX SMITH

Former Everton trainee who signed professional
forms in January 1996. He plaved in the
Toffeemen’s Faropean Cup Winners Cup
campaign. but never appeared in the
Premiership. Made 13 league appearances for
the Robins last season.

MARK WALTERS .

Birmingham born midfielder joined Swindon on
a free runstfer from Southampton in the
summer and is hoping to relaunch his career at

calls cost 45p per minute cheap rate 50p per minute at all other times

Rangers star has one England cap to his
and also three Championship medals.
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KEVIN WATSON
Midiielder who came through To
junior ranks having )anwd the
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reserves for the last two scasons.

WAYNE ALLISON

of the net regulariy for the Robing s
£475.000 transfer from Bristol (i
beginning of rhe 1995 /496 scason.
apprenticeship with Halifax Town : i
the attention of Watiord who invested £2350.00K
in hix'. rran-af;r in lu]\' I‘NJ A vear I1h:r he was

ia im.:sl hero nmshlne mpstxm:r :
i time in 1995,

STEVEN COWE
Cowe started as a schoolboyv ar;
graduated to professional status
of 1993. He was recruited on loam
cover lullm\mg the mjur\ to
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permanent Move was q:ru:ldy a;ma
his league debnt as a sobstitate
defeat of Peterborough United
his first league goal ina 3-T win:
Chesterfield.

R PR P

STEPHEN FINNEY
Finney started his league career with Preston
North End coming on as substipuie;
: Exeter City in 1992, He was mleasu!. ter
appestances and was signed by

after a trial. It was 6t Maine Road i
Robins’ boss Steve McMahon came into-coneas
with him and when Finnev was released on a

free transfer. he swooped guickly o capture the
services of the 23 vearold, He was
scorer with 16 poals when he sufft
ankle at Burnley last seasomn.

s“!rike:r in the
mould of the

ASa 0
and made his only first team appearanee.

them at Wembley in a Charity Shicld match. At

reansane

games and despite a catalogue of
contributed 10 goals in 22
Raobins sosred 1o Second Division
Sgason.




TUESDAY DECEMBER 3rd
Kick off 7.45pm. /|« ()

All seats in the grétnd - c;g:':*

(if tickets are purchased in adva L of 4

Pay on the day |

(except visiting fans in K. Pa

The last time the admission prices were re
it resulted in a 3-0 home

_.“Tbe atmaspbere that the bumper crowd created was electric and played a
big part in the win”

zr_wd Suﬂrmm. Hamng @a.éen to some of the players after the game, they told me that
the crawd reaﬂy 7 ﬁed tbe side tmd was a major motivating factor behind the victory”




cember. \\uh the m’ltch Iuci\mg off at'7. 4‘1pm

Grkshm: &:dL turm h‘l*, been m{hur
nsis cnt of lau. A perfeu emmplc of tlns lms

soon as’ t]_".}p _ﬁrst \\h_mtle ot the se'l_spn was hcard‘ i

: O04¥in the Oakwell clash, but events were soon to
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FOOTBALL CLUB

BIRMmMGham citv

change. Just after che break. Steve Claridge was
brought down in the box which not only resulted in
a penalty award but also the dismissal of Barnsley
keeper Watson. Jonathan Hunt converted from the
spot and there followed a four goal avalanche.
Strikes from Ken Charlery, Neil Doherty, Richard
Forsvth and Cl: uidf_g all of whom have now left the
club, completed a 5-0 away win. Blues had recorded
their largest away victory since 1976 and Barnsley's
misery was complete when their defender Charlie
Bishop was sent off.

Danny Wilson’s team could be capable of producing
4 pml_ung,ud promotion bid with a couple the close
scason signings already proving to be nseful
acquisitions. Striker Paul Wilkinson joined from
Middlesborough and grear things have been

‘expected of Trinidad and Tobago international Clint

Marcelle who was signed from Portuguese first
division side Felgueiras.

31 yearold Wilkinson has scored goals wherever he
has gone and. in particular. when he dropped down
a division from Nottingham Forest to Watford and

i 'he scored 32:-goals in 134 games for the Vicarage

Road club. Wilson will no doubt be hoping that he
can do the same job at OQakwell and he started

i impressively scoring four goals in the first cight

: games.

i Marcclle has made over 30 appearances for his

i country over the last four vears and the 27 vearold
i could turn a few eyes in the first division this

i season. He recorded his first goal in the opening

i day fixture at West Brom and has featured on the

For truly local News, Sports and Entertainments coverage there’s NO substitute

Birmingham

L'VE TV

CHANNEL 16 BIRMINGHAM CABLE TV NETWORK
ADVERTSING 0121 234 5829 NEWS 0121 234 5151

scoresheet a number of oceasions so far this season.

On the adjacent page yvou will see that the
admission prices have been dramatically slashed for
this game. Tickets cost just ¥4, if bought in
advance of the game. Don't miss out on what
should be another electrically charged evening of
first division foothall at St. Andrews, Tickets are on

: sale now at cither ticket ntﬁce or by calling 0121
i 772 0101 ext 5.




COMPUTER AND DATA INSTALLATIONS TEL:0121 326 0050
Opponent Venue Score
H -0
Sheflieid A 8
ey Tih Tranmiers Rowers A 01
Tuesday Iﬂlh Oldham Athletic W 0-0
Stoke l:ny H .34
2 [ ar ity A 01
Salurany th Queens Plvk nangen H 00
OCTOBER
Tuesdzy Bih Hudcerstieid Town A 03
Saturday 12th  Bradford City H 34
Tuesday 15th  Ipswich Town H 1-0
Friday 18th Oxford United 3 0-0
Saturday 26th  Norwich City H 2-3
Tugsday 2% Portsmouth Aot 11
NOVEMBER
Saturday 2nd Poit Yalg A 03
1 Bolton H 34
Wowethampton A 21
Charlion Athletic A 1-2
!T!ltlmlﬂy 23rd Ewlnnnn Town H
{E & A
Satute i A
DECEMBER
Tuesday 3rd Bamsley H
Saturday 7th  Grimsby H
Saturday 14th  West Brom Albion H
Friday blh Southand United A
i Oldham Ahiedic A
Satumny 28th  Tranmere Rovers H
JANUARY
Wednesday 1st Manchester City H
Friday 10th Stake City A
Satuniay 18th H
esdiy 20t Queens 2 A
FEUIUII!V
Saturday 151 Bolten Wandeter A
Saturday 8th  Portsmouth H
Salurtay 151 Swinuo A
Saturday 22nd  Port Vale H
MARCH
Saturday 15 Grimsby Town A
Tuesday 4th  Wolverhampton H
Saturday Bth snulhand H
Salurday 15th A
Saturday 22nd H
Salurday 23ih al A
Monday 31st Charllon Mhleﬁc H
APRI
Saturday fith Bamsley A
Saturday 12th  Huddersfield H
Salurday 1910 Bradiord City A
Sna!wrtInv 26th  Oxford United H
M,
Stngay 4l Ipswich Tewn A

WE
AUBUST
Wednasday 215t Brghtor & Hove Abion A Rl lstiegy  1-0
SEPTEMBER
Albion H 1t tegy 2-0

A pa2paisg 19
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18,612
26757
17,430

10,504

ationwidece L

Bennett Abletl DEVLIN Mewell
Bennen Ablelt Bruce DEVLIN  NEWELL
Bennett Bruge Hewell
Bennelt | Mewell 8
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Ablelt Bruce B nB Hunt Daviin A
Allelt Bruce Holland  DEVLIN B2
Bruce Hollang Devin
Bruce Hollang Devin
Bruce 1 Hollang DEVLIN 62
Bruce Breen Hallann Davin
B Hollang Lzgp B
Breen Holland Tat B
BREENG  Holland Tait
Hieen Holland Tail
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NOVEMBER
Salurdiy 16th  FA Cup 1
DECEMBER
Saturday 71h FA Cup 2
JANUARY

&tk FA Gup 3

ith FACupd

FEBNUMV
Salurday 1510 FA Cup 5
MARCH
Soluritay B FA Cup

Sitlurday 1210
MAY
Saturday 170

FA Gup Semi-Final

FA Cup Final
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SWINDON TOWN

FRASER
DIGBY

MARK
ROBINSON
TY

GOODEN
ScotT
LEITCH

MARK
SEAGRAVES
KEVIN
HORLOCK
WAYNE
0'SULLIVAN

FREDERIC
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STEPHEN
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WAYNE
ALLISON

MARK
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T i A

BARY
ELKINS
PETER
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STEVEN
COWE

MATCH DFFIGIALS"_,.—}

[

0891 332 866
CLUB CALL
0881 12 11 88
JUNIDR & SENIOR
BEAU BRUMMIE BLUB

0121 772 0101 EXT. 1230

AWAY TRAVEL DESK

5. 0121 772 0100 £X1.218
COMMERCIAL & MARKETING

0121 772 0101 EXY.7

LA 0121 772 8274

. CLUB SHOP
“aD12zr 772 01
N8 EXT.8

CITY CENTRE
LaD121 212
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